
Commissioner of potitical practices
Agency Overview - Highlights

August 2O7S

For the state Administration and veterans, Affairs tnterim committee

Commissioner of political practices: Jonathan
Bullock, confirmed by Senate to finish a 6-year vacated
Phone: 444-4622 E-mail: JMoil@mt.gov

Website:

- Posts statements for public viewing
- Certifies to election administratorJ
whether a candidate has complied with
all requirements so name may appear
on the ballot
Campaiqn Finance Reports
- Receives campaign finance reports.
- Posts campaign finance reports for
public viewing
- Inspects campaign finance reports for
facial compliance with law
Handles Complaints
- Accepts, files and posts complaints
alleging violations
- Issues sufficiency (or
non-sufficiency) decisions on each
complaint
- Files a sufficiency decision with
county attorney
- May reach settlement or file action in
state district court
Advisorv Opinions
- Issues advisory opinions to clarify
law and how it is applied

Motl, appointed by Governor
term that ends January l, ZOIT.

Lobbying
. Lobbvists and principals

- Accepts registration of and fees for
lobbyists and principals. Issues
licenses.

. Lobbvinq Reports
- Accepts lobbying reports
- Posts lobbying reports for viewing by
public

. Handles Complaints
- Accepts, files and posts complaints- Issues sufficiency (or
non-sufficiency) decision on each
complaint
- May settle or file action in state
district court. Advisorv Opinions
- Issues advisory opinions to clarify
law and how it is applied

Ethics
. Accepts ethics complaints concerning

actions of state employees and public
officials. Complaints are held in
confidence and not posted for public
viewing.

. Decides ethics complaints throuqh
contested case hearings.

Agency Responsibilities:
The office of the commissioner of Political Practices (copp) is attached to the secretary ofstate's office for administrative purposes only. Thus, it acts as a stand alone agency,manages its own budget, staff, and work processes. The COPP's areas of responsibility arelisted below.

Campaign Practices
a

- Receives statements of candidacy or
organization and business interest
d isclosu re

Compiled by Sheri Scur; Resea rcn nmtvst
sscun@mt.gov
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Adopts Rules
. Updates and amends agency rules to

meet requirements of new or amended
laws or new judicial interpretations of
law.

Ethics continued ...
. Imposes administrative penalties for

ethics violation as provided by law.
. May file court action to seek

enforcement
. Issues advisory opinions

Programs, FTE, and Budgeted Funding - 2OL7 Biennium:
Source : Legislative Fiscal Division

Programs
General

Fund
State

Special
Federal
Revenue Proprietary

FTE Total General
Other Funding Fund

Administration 7 $1,301,874 $0 $0 $0 $1,301,874 100.00%

Budqet Summarv;
Approprr"t''or1s to the COPP for the 2017 biennium were 9.3o/o greater than the 2015

biennium appropriations. The legislature provided general fund increases including:
. gBs,OOti each year for contract legal services from the Department of lustice
, $24,OO0 for increased building rent
. $53,260 to support online systems and database maintenance
. g12,816 for secretarial performance adjustments and temporary services during peak

workload periods

In addition, the governor's budget office used discretionary funds to fully fund a legal

counsel position (1 FTE).

Statutory AdvisorY Councils:
. None.

Administratively Attached Agencies:
. None.

Most Recent Legislative Audits:

$0

One recommendation: The office should strengthen internal controls over recording

rinanciat transactions in accordance with state law and accounting policy. Agency

concurred and comPlied.

Compiled by Shen Scur4 Research Analyst Montana Legisl ative Services Divi sion
hftp://leg.mt.gov (406) 444-3064
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Commissioner of political practices
Agency Overview - Highlights

For the state Administration and veterans,Affairs tnterim committee

. SB 289 - Sponsored by Sen. Duane Ankney.
disclosure of contributions and expenditures.

August 2OIs

Agency Bills Passed During 2Ol5 Session:
' See attachment on ail 2015 campaign practices Biils

Agency Bills that Failed During 2015 Session:
' see attachment on ail 2015 campaign practices Biils

SAVA Areas of Interest 20l3-2O14 fnterim:
' conducted HJR 1 study of the selection of the commissioner and the structure and dutiesof the office. The study resulted in a SAVA committee bill, which was paiseo anoapproved:

SB 16 - Requires the governor to appoint the commissioner from the list of nominees

Hot Topics of 2O15 Session:

l*ir_"d campaign finance laws concerning
PASSED AND APPROVED

' contribution rimit changes: various biils were proposed
see attachment on ail 2015 campaign practices diils.

Statutorily Required Reports to the Committee:. None.

ATTACHMENT
COPP Organizational Chart
2015 Campaign practices Bills

and debated, but none passed.

C10170 5224shfa.

Mo ntan a Leg i sl ativ e s e ruj ceffi
http://leg.mt.gov (406) 444_3064
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synopsis of campaign practices Biils_& Resorutiohs Rerevant tostate Adm i n is trati Jn 
" 

n J v"tliJ*, Affa i rs I nterim com m ittee

201 5 Leg istative Session
prepared.by 

Sheri Scurr, Legislative Research AnatvstMontana Legistativi Seruices oiviiii. 
.,.v,ro.

Campaign practices

Introduced: 33
Passed and approved: g

I

General revision

Page 1 of 5

Revising definition of ,,electioneering 
communication,,

:11, ::p:I itu re" ; req u irins o isc ros-u r;'o n' 
""n" 

i nelection communications Oy corporations

Adverse committee
report from House
State Administration
adopted

I:H: .?roaign finance taws concerning
orsctosure, contributions and expenditurei, ano

ENACTED
Chapter 259

Office of Commissioner of political practices (COpp)

9j:3j'.-g-" cam.paig_n practices and ethics review
l9.ll9: 

prescribing the board,s duties, ;;il; 
"pnvate cause of action for violations.' 

-' --""v
Tabled in House
State Administration

Revise nomination and appointment ofuommtsstoner of political practices

Authorize Commissioner to deputize in_housecounsel.



Tabled in Senate
State AdministrationRequire Commissioner to be an attorney

Confirm Jonathan Motl as Commissioner

CONFIRMED
Filed with
Sec. of State

Confirm Jonathan Motl as Commissioner

Candidates - filing, campaign reports

Tabled in House
State Administration

" Passed in SB 289

Require an additionalcampaign finance repon to

ffiiH; it* tt"rt ot the abs6ntee voting period

(1st of MaY and October)

Tabled in Senate
State Administration

" Passed in SB 289

Require ballot issue committees and candidates

i"ili"G*,0" offices, legislative districts' public

slerJ;;;rrrmission disiricts, or district iudg:-
;tjil-t;, ;;committee's organized to suPport or

[iil;i;;t" to file campaign finance reports

electronicallY'

Pomnichowski
@y Request
of COPP)

ENACTED
ChaPter 167Strike requirement to file campaig-n finance

ieports with election administrators'
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Tabled in House
State Administration

* Passed in SB 289

Requiring reporting and disclosure of in-kind

t"-,it"Ltti""d uy p5titicat parties to candidates'

exempting in-kind personal servlces lrom

contribution limits.

B. Bennett

@y Request
of COPP)



Referendum to disquatify a judge if the iudoe
:11:iy"d.3 campaign contributi6n trom l flrty o, a
::if ?j,gll.v req ujrins disctosures, provioi'ns
watver ot disqualification in certain circumstances.

Tabled in House
Judiciary

Authorizing the secretary of state to dissolve a
corporation found to have violated the stateL
campaign practice laws

Tabled in House
State Administration

Increasing the aggregate monetary contribution
rmtrs on what a candidate for the state senate or
fo.r the house of representatives may ,"""iu"irornal pottttcal committees.

Withdrawn by
sponsor before
hearing

Increasing the aggregate contribution limits on
wnat a candidate for the state senate or for the
house of representatives may receive from allpolitical committees. (Simitaito HB 41 9t

Tabled in House
State Administration

lrol'r1litinS unions from contributing to candidates.
Prohibiting political committees froir usino
corporate or union funds for contributions to
candidates.

Tabled in Senate
State Administration

campaigning and erectioneering - restrictions, compraints, and enforcement

!*j"nd.l._g the time period during which a person
rs prohtbited from electioneering at or near apolling place to include Oays on rvnicn aOientee
voting is authorized.

Tabled in House
State Administration

Allow COPP to enforce law prohibiting robo_calls
as it applies to campaign practices

Tabled in House
State Administration

Clarifying what is an "electioneering
communication" for the purposes of reporting
expenditures to COpp

Adverse committee
report from House
State Administration
adopted
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Short Title Disposition
BillNo. Sponsor

HB 529 Court Prohibit candidates from being pollwatchers at

polling places where the candidate's name rs on

the ballot.

ENACTED
Chapter 240

Prohibiting certain persons from distributing things

of value at Polling Places.

ENACTED
Chapter 241HB 580 B. Bennett

Provide sanctions for frivolous campaign or

election comPlaints

Tabled in House
State AdministrationHB 594 Fitzpatrick

Require disclosure of all votes on certain printed

campaign material

Tabled in Senate
State AdministrationSB 13 Malek

SB 69 Connell
(By Request
of COPP)

Allowing the COPP to enforce a prohibition on

placing a campaign sign on private property

without permission

Tabled in Senate
State Administration

s8225 D. Brown Prohibit mixed partisan and nonpartisan mailers Failed 2nd reading in
Senate

SB 319 Blasdel Revising determination of proper venue for

campaign practices or election violation

comolaints

Failed 2nd reading in
Senate

Revise corporate political contributions and

expenditures

Tabled in Senate
State AdministrationSB 370 Vuckovich
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Misc.

Tabled in House
State AdministrationRequire an individual or entity to certify

compliance with state campaign practice laws as

prerequisite of receiving a state contract

Failed 2nd reading in
Senate

Authorizing attorney fees to be awarded to a

plaintiit wn-o prevaits in a court action against the

state, the COPP, or a county attorney unoer

campaign Practices laws

ENACTED
Chapter 420

Allowing political parties to appoint rather.than

elect thEir precinct committee representatives



BillNo. .Qponsor Short Title !€posllon
HJR 3 Hitl Resolution petitioning Congress to calla

constfiutional convention to amend the U.S.
Constitution and address the Citizens lJmtea U.S.
Supreme Court decision removing limits on
independent expenditures during;b;t;n cyctes

Allowin.g political party endorsements and
expendttures in iudiciat elections (conforming withSupreme Court 

-decisiont

Tabled in House
State Administration

SB 72 T. Brown
(By Request
of COPP)

ENACTED
Chapter 87

Cl0 I 70 5223shob.
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